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Christ is Superior to/Better than the Prophets 
Hebrews 1:1-3 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
In Jesus Christ we have the fullest and final word from God and it is to Him we must look and 
listen.  Many of us are familiar with the TV series, Antiques Roadshow where people bring 
objects from their own possessions hoping against hope to strike it rich.  Yet,  
 

Few people get rich from PBS's highly-rated Antiques Roadshow.  That doesn't, [however], stop thousands 
of people from scouring their grandma's attic for that one shot at finding a hidden treasure among the 
mothballs. 
 
Antiques Roadshow, which got its start in the U.K. in 1979, debuted in the U.S. 14 years ago. The premise of 
the show is simple: owners bring in their stuff hoping that an appraiser says its worth big bucks. 
Appraisers usually start by explaining the object's historical significance -- or lack thereof -- and bring the 
segment to a climax by assessing just how much that object is or isn't worth. That payoff moment is the 
part that every participant and viewer waits breathlessly for and, on the odd occasion, the appraisal is 
indeed pretty breathtaking.  
 
Take, for example, the collection of jade from China that one woman brought to the show's taping in 
Raleigh, N.C. in 2009. It turned out that the collection, which her father brought home from China during 
the 1930s and 1940s, was valued at as much as $1.07 million -- making it the first million-dollar appraisal 
on the American show.  She sold it for a disappointing $500,000. 
 
Oil painting by Clyfford Still Valued at $500,000 Palm Springs, Calif. (2009).  How it was acquired: The 
guest and her husband received the painting, which depicts the building of the Grand Coulee Dam, as a 
housewarming present. Historical significance: The painter, Still, was one of her husband's college 
professors. More importantly, however, Still was a founder of the Abstract Expressionist movement. His 
work rarely comes onto the market. 

 
This is how I feel approaching the concept or idea that Jesus is better.  We have a priceless 
treasure in our Lord Jesus Christ who often goes unnoticed and unappreciated.  We have 
become comfortable with some of the truths we continue to propound from the text, but it 
really does not seem to grip us and shake us to our core to the point of changing the way we 
thinking.  As I ponder the opening verses in Hebrews, the author intends for the reader to be 
moved.  Yet as we read this text many of us will be unmoved and are like the loved one who 
when asked, “Do you love me,” responds by saying, “Of course I love you” with little emotion 
or real desire.  The words are real, but emptied of all inspiring value.  We come to this text 
believing we’ve heard it all before, but is this to be our response to such things?  May God 
protect us from becoming complacent as we are transported to the top of God’s Mt. Everest. 
 
Where do we begin?  “This Epistle begins like Genesis and the Fourth Gospel with God, who 
is the Author of the old revelation in the prophets and of the new in his Son.”1  “The object of 
this chapter is, to impress those to whom the epistle was addressed with the high claims of the 
Founder of Christianity, and to show that it was superior in this respect to any other system.2 
 
The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ is the fullest and final Word from God.  John 1:18 says, “He 
has explained Him.”  This text reinforces that simple idea.  Jesus Christ is the centerpiece of 
God’s Story.  Everything before Him points to Him, and everything following Him flows from 
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Him.  Jesus Christ is God in flesh.  Although there were Theophanies and Christophanies prior 
to the incarnation, in neither case did God take on human nature (Phil. 2:5-11).  All that is God 
dwells in bodily form in Jesus Christ (Col. 1:19). 
 
The author and argument of Hebrews celebrates the centrality of Jesus Christ in the one Story 
of God.  As I prepared for this study, I read the following statement by Adam Clarke.  Listen 
as he attempts to feel the enormity of the truth contained in the opening statement. 
 

We can scarcely conceive any thing more dignified than the opening of this epistle; the sentiments are 
exceedingly elevated, and the language, harmony itself!  The infinite God is at once produced to view, not 
in any of those attributes which are essential to the Divine nature, but in the manifestations of his love to 
the world, by giving a revelation of his will relative to the salvation of mankind, and thus preparing the 
way, through a long train of years, for the introduction of that most glorious Being, his own Son.  This 
Son, in the fulness of time, was manifested in the flesh that he might complete all vision and prophecy, 
supply all that was wanting to perfect the great scheme of revelation for the instruction of the world, and 
then die to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  The description which he gives of this glorious 
personage is elevated beyond all comparison.  Even in his humiliation, his suffering of death excepted, he 
is infinitely exalted above all the angelic host, is the object of their unceasing adoration, is permanent on 
his eternal throne at the right hand of the Father, and from him they all receive their commands to 
minister to those whom he has redeemed by his blood. in short, this first chapter, which may be 
considered the introduction to the whole epistle is, for importance of subject, dignity of expression, 
harmony and energy of language, compression and yet distinctness of ideas, equal, if not superior, to any 
other part of the New Testament.3 

 
Does not such description rob you of breath itself?  Is Jesus not worthy of all our energy and 
affection? 
 

Hebrews begins by announcing that the God who spoke in many and various ways through the prophets 
has now spoken in a singular way through a Son, Jesus. These opening lines recognize that people know 
God because God has chosen to communicate with them. Israel's prophets revealed God's will through 
their words and actions, and this same God communicates in a new way through Jesus' life, death, and 
resurrection. In the verses that follow, the author quotes many passages from the various parts of the Old 
Testament canon (the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms) to show the glory of the Son of God. By his 
suffering and death, Jesus made purification for human sin, and he has now been exalted to a position of 
majesty at God's right hand. This grand opening calls readers to place their trust in the living Son of 
God.4 

 
There are two primary ideas set in opposition to one another.   
 
First, the author acknowledges God’s past revelation through His prophets (1:1).  There are 
four points we can note. 
 
“In many portions” – this word is used only once in the New Testament.  “The Old Testament 
revelation came at different times and in various stages, a progressive revelation of God to 
men.”5  “It refers here to the fact that the former revelation had been given in various parts[;] it 
had not all been given at once. It had been communicated from time to time, as the exigencies 
of the people required, and as God chose to communicate it.”6 
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I believe God’s Story has always been appropriated by grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone.  That Story has had a progressive unfolding and disclosure.  This text tells us as 
much.  I believe Adam and Eve understood the promise of Genesis 3:15 where God would 
provide a rescuer from out of the woman’s seed to save them from sin’s curse.  Their 
understanding was not as full as ours because the body of revelation they had was limited.  
Just as ours is limited yet far more complete. 
 
The next statement speaks to the various ways or venues God made know this revelation. 
 
“In many ways”- again, this word is used only once in the New Testament.  “God spoke by 
dream, by direct voice, by signs, in different ways to different men (Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
Elijah, Isaiah, etc.).”7  Listen carefully to how one observer comments on this idea. 
 

Lambert Bos supposes these words to refer to that part of music which is denominated harmony, viz. that 
general consent or union of musical sounds which is made up of different parts; and, understood in this 
way, it may signify the agreement or harmony of all the Old Testament writers, who with one consent 
gave testimony to Jesus Christ, and the work of redemption by him.8 

 
When we understand the unity of Scripture and the place the Seed Promise has in the telling 
of this Story, then we will see harmony where there was only disharmony.  There is an 
incredible scent given off by the Scripture that is compelling.  It pulls us in. 
 
“The intent of the author however is “to point out the imperfect state of Divine revelation 
under the Old Testament; it was not complete, nor can it without the New be considered a 
sufficiently ample discovery of the Divine will.”9 
 
If his Jewish audience acknowledges the veracity of their Scripture, then they must equally 
recognize the veracity of this final voice.  Verse two seats in contrast to verse one.  Just as God 
has spoken in the past, now in the present He speaks to us in Son.  The structure leaves off the 
definite article or possessive pronoun. 10  It is as if God says to us, “I now speak to you in Son.”  
It is like watching a movie for the very first time with sound or color or HDTV.  As we will see 
from this text, the Son is the exact image or expression of God’s being.  This speaks to God’s 
incarnation.  This incarnation is more than a Theophany or Christophany where God would 
show Himself in human form.  The incarnation is God taking on humanity, of becoming 
human without diminishing deity.  Consider the imagery offered to explain this idea in the 
following illustration. 

 
Revelation has been gradual--like the breaking of the day in the east.  At first there is a little light; it 
increases and expands till objects become more and more visible, and then the sun rises in full-orbed 
glory. At first we discern only the existence of some object--- obscure and undefined; then we can trace-its 
outline; then its color, its size, its proportions, its drapery--till it stands before us fully revealed. So it has 
been with revelation.11 

 
The author speaks of what was and then shifts to what now is. 
 
“In these last days” - the fullest and final revelation did not come through . . .  
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• 560 BC. Buddhism- Gautama Buddha 
• 550 BC. Taoism - Lao Tzu 
• 610 AD.- Islam- Mohammed 
• 1515 AD.- Protestantism- (Reformers) Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin 
• 1650 AD.- Tibetan Buddhism-Dalai Lama 
• 1784 AD.- Shakers - Mother Ann Lee 
• 1830 AD.- Mormonism – Joseph Smith 
• 1840-1845 AD.-Millerites 2nd day Adventists –William Miller then became 7th Day 

Adventists 
• 1845-1870AD.- 7th Day Adventists-E.G. White 
• 1870 AD.-Jehovah's Witnesses- Charles Taze Russell  
• 1879 AD.-Christian Science-Mary Baker Eddy 
• 1954 AD.- Unification Church- Sun Myung Moon 
• 1955 AD.- Scientology- L. Ron Hubbard 

 
The fullest and final revelation of God came in and through the person of His Son.  “While the 
former revelation was given through a definite class, the prophets, the new revelation is given 
through one who is a son as distinguished from a prophet. He belongs to another category.”12  
This brings us to the contrast intended by the author. 
 
“In [His] Son”13 - it is impossible for us to imagine the magnitude of what we are dealing with.  
God dropped on us ‘the mother load’ of all self-revelation when the second member of the 
Godhead became man.   
 

The contrast here is between the numerous separate parts of the revelation given by the prophets, and the 
oneness of that given by his Son.14 

 
We have a very sloppy attitude toward the Bible in general and the study of it in particular.  
Often we fail to recognize what the Bible is actually telling us.  It is not a manual for life; it is a 
revelation of the Life.  This book is informative in so far that it tells us of Him.  Many of us go 
days without ever opening its passages or turning our mind toward its truths.  Although I do 
not gauge one’s spirituality or maturity by their study of Scripture, I do believe it speaks to 
where one’s heart might be.  No matter how much I might profess to love my wife, unless and 
until I delight to be with her, my affirmation of love is mechanical and not emotional.  Speak to 
me of your great love for God, but in the absence of seizing opportunity to spend time with 
Him, it is only promising clouds without resultant rain. 
 

It is implied here, that the fact, that the Son of God has spoken to us, imposes the highest obligations to 
attend to what he has said; that he has authority superior to all those who have spoken in past times; and 
that there will be peculiar guilt in refusing to attend to what he has spoken. See Heb 2:1-4; comp. Heb 
12:25. The reasons for the superior respect which should be shown to the revelations of the Son of God 
may be such as these:---15 

 
This leads us to the author’s second element set in opposition to the first, “God’s Revelation 
through His Son (1:2-4).”  For the following reasons, Jesus is better than previous 
revelations/disclosures of God.  I would like to number them sequentially as not to get lost in 
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the thought.  I have also left the quoted material indented.  What is said needs to be said and 
read.  This passage transcends our ability to grasp its immeasurable depth.  May God plunge 
us deep. 
 

1. His position as heir makes the revealing more complete (cf. v. 4).  
 
God the Father appointed Jesus Christ the Son as His heir of all things.  In the parable of the 
landowner, Jesus Christ is identified as the landowner’s heir (Matt. 21:38; Mark 12:7; Luke 
20:14).  Because of His role as the fulfillment of the Seed Promise, those who are joined to Him 
are joint-heirs with Him (Rom. 8:17; Gal. 4:7). 
 

2. His position as Creator makes the revealing more complete.  
 

The Son as Heir is also the Intermediate Agent (dia) in the work of creation as we have it in Col. 1:16; 
John 1:3.16 
 
The emphasis is on made, not on worlds: on the fact of creation, not on what was created.17 

 
Consider the following complimentary verses. 
 

All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 
being that has come into being. (John 1:3) 
 
5 For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are 
many gods and many lords, 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are 
all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 
and we exist through Him. (1 Cor. 8:5, 6) 

 

16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been 
created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together. (Col. 1:16, 17) 

 

Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You 
created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created. (Rev. 4:11) 

 
Although it is possible to deny God as Creator and Jesus Christ as the agent through which all 
things came into being, it is not, however, possible to deny this statement from Scripture.   
 

3. His position as the radiant splendor of the Father’s glory makes the revealing 
more complete. 

 
Being (ôn). Absolute and timeless existence (present active participle of eimi). The effulgence [radiant 
splendor, brilliance] of his glory. The word apaugasma, to emit brightness, here only in the N.T.18  
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The resplendent out beaming of the essential glory of God.  The word augasma is that which has 
splendor in itself apaugasma is the splendor emitted from it; but the inherent splendor and the exhibited 
splendor are radically and essentially the same.19 
 
"Light of (from) light" [Nicene Creed]. "Who is so senseless as to doubt concerning the eternal being of the 
Son? For when has one seen light without effulgence?" [ATHANASIUS, Against Arius, Orations, 2]. "The 
sun is never seen without effulgence, nor the Father without the Son" [THEOPHYLACT].20 
 
The consensus of the Greek fathers to this effect is of great weight. The meaning then is, that the Son is 
the outraying of the divine glory, exhibiting in himself the glory and majesty of the divine Being.21 
 

It is the only time this word [radiant] is used in the NT [hypox legomenon].  It is difficult to 
seize with words the profound manifestation who Jesus Christ is as God in flesh.  God granted 
to us the ability to use language and imagination and creativity in order that we might seek to 
articulate just how magnificent He is.  All of Christ shows His handiwork and declares His 
glory (Psalm 19:1).  We are stifled by our finite and fallen humanity as we grasp for words to 
describe the indescribable God.  This is why we have the arts; expressive imagery to capture 
our inner most essence. 
 
John Calvin explains our limitations in the following manner. 
 

There is therefore no need refinedly to discuss the question how the Son, who has the same essence with 
the Father, is a brightness emanating from his light. We must allow that there is a degree of impropriety 
in the language when what is borrowed from created things is transferred to the hidden majesty of God. 
But still the things which are indent to our senses are fitly applied to God, and for this end, that we may 
know what is to be found in Christ, and what benefits he brings to us.22 
 

4. His position as icon/image makes the revealing more complete. 
 

The very image of his substance (charaktêr tês hupostaseôs). Charaktêr is an old word from charassô, to 
cut, to scratch, to mark. It first was the agent (note ending =têr) or tool that did the marking, then the 
mark or impress made, the exact reproduction, a meaning clearly expressed by charagma (Ac 17:29; Re 
13:16).23 
 
It is supposed that these words expound the former; image expounding brightness, and person or 
substance, glory. The hypostasis of God is that which is essential to him as God; and the character or 
image is that by which all the likeness of the original becomes manifest, and is a perfect fac-simile of the 
whole.  It is a metaphor taken from sealing; the die or seal leaving the full impression of its every part on 
the wax to which it is applied.24 
 
Here the essential being of God is conceived as setting its distinctive stamp upon Christ, coming into 
definite and characteristic expression in his person, so that the Son bears the exact impress of the divine 
nature and character.25 

 

In the 18th century when a gold or silver coin was minted the rough metal would be placed 
within a mold and a hammer with the other image on it would strike the metal in the mold 
and leave the imprint desired.  The produced coin would hold/have the image of the mold.  
Jesus is that image desired by the Father.  This is the issue taken up by the church of the first 
four centuries following our Lord’s death, burial and resurrection.  What makes up the person 
[hupostasis] of Jesus Christ? 
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A theological term used with reference to the Incarnation to express the revealed truth that in Christ one 
person subsists in two natures, the Divine and the human. Hypostasis means, literally, that which lies 
beneath as basis or foundation. Hence it came to be used by the Greek philosophers to denote reality as 
distinguished from appearances (Aristotle, "Mund.", IV, 21). It occurs also in St. Paul's Epistles (2 
Corinthians 9:4; 11:17; Hebrews 1:3-3:14), but not in the sense of person. Previous to the Council of Nicæa 
(325) hypostasis was synonymous with ousia, and even St. Augustine (On the Holy Trinity V.8) avers that he 
sees no difference between them. The distinction in fact was brought about gradually in the course of the 
controversies to which the Christological heresies gave rise, and was definitively established by the 
Council of Chalcedon (451), which declared that in Christ the two natures, each retaining its own 
properties, are united in one subsistence and one person (eis en prosopon kai mian hpostasin) (Denzinger, 
ed. Bannwart, 148). They are not joined in a moral or accidental union (Nestorius), nor commingled 
(Eutyches), and nevertheless they are substantially united.26 

 
Consider the following verses supporting this singular idea. 
 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case 
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not 
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) 

 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. (Col. 1:15) 

 
Nothing else created can claim such a title. 
 

He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me. (John 12:45) 
 
Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know 
Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the 
Father'? (John 14:9) 

 
No one else can make such a claim. 
 

5. His position as sustainer makes the revealing more complete. 
 
His activity as sustainer is described with a present active participle.  This is what He has 
done and continues to do. 
 

He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. (Col. 1:17) 
 
Our text uses a present active participle thus stressing the continual and habitual nature of His 
upholding.  God, right now, is a part of this Story.  He is keeping the cosmos from becoming a 
chaos.  God is involved in this moment to the degree that should He remove Himself from it, it 
would dissolve. 
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F. His position as redeemer makes the revealing more complete. 

 
Notice the build up.  The effectual nature of His work is unmatched by anything we might 
bring to the table.  He had to die for us to live.  The one who is the radiant brilliance of the 
Father’s glory makes atonement for the sins of His people by offering up Himself as the blood 
sacrifice for sin.  How might we lay hold of such a truth and leave unmoved?  God gave up 
His life in order that we might live. 
 

The same Son executed the office of the High Priest in offering up himself, and is our only and most 
mighty Mediator in heaven.27 
 
Purification of sins. Katharismos is from katharizô, to cleanse (Mt 8:3; Heb 9:14), here only in Hebrews. 
This is the first mention of the priestly work of Christ, the keynote of this Epistle.28 

 
There are three elements in this verse well worth our effort to understand.  They are the 
immutable actions taken by God to crush the serpents head and fulfill His promise to His 
people.  In the person and work of Jesus Christ, God puts a stop to ancient sacrifices.  From 
untraceable time past, the blood sacrifice was offered up in obedience to the Word of God.  
Even in the absence of such known revelation, humanity strives to atone for sins committed 
against the unknown God.  Jesus Christ fulfills a promise and completes the picture by taking 
on human nature and being for us what we could never be for ourselves.  In Christ, humanity 
exhales the sigh of unburdened release.  The weight of striving for the unattainable and 
pacifying the irreconcilable is finished.  God, in Christ, makes purification of sins.  Let us note 
three thoughts from our text. 
 

a. His work is legal/ceremonial/moral (“He made purification of sins”) 
 

When he had by himself purged our sins. "By himself"--not by the blood of bulls and lambs, but by his 
own blood. This is designed to bring in the grand feature of the Christian scheme that the purification 
made for sin was by his blood, instead of the blood which was shed in the temple-service. The word here 
rendered "purged" means purified, or "expiated". See Barnes for John 15:2. The literal rendering is, 
"having made purification for our sins." The purification or cleansing, which he affected, was by his 
blood. See 1Jo 1:7: "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin." This the apostle here states to have 
been the great object for which he came, and having done this, he sat down on the right hand of God. See 
Heb 7:27; 9:12-14. It was not merely to teach that he came; it was to purify the hearts of men, to remove 
their sins, and to put an end of sacrifice by the sacrifice of himself.29 

 
The religious/historical context for this statement is embedded in the Mosaic Code and the 
Laws of Israel.  What the blood of bulls and goats could not do, Jesus did.  He fully and 
forever washes away our sins. 
 

Sin was the great uncleanness in God's sight, of which He has effected the purgation by His sacrifice 
[ALFORD]. Our nature, as guilt-laden, could not, without our great High Priest's blood of atonement 
sprinkling the heavenly mercy seat, come into immediate contact with God.30 
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What Can Wash Away My Sin? 
 

What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 
Refrain 

Oh! precious is the flow 
That makes me white as snow; 

No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 
For my pardon, this I see, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
For my cleansing this my plea, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Refrain 
 

Nothing can for sin atone, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
Naught of good that I have done, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Refrain 
 

This is all my hope and peace, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
This is all my righteousness, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 

Refrain 
 

Now by this I’ll overcome— 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus, 

Now by this I’ll reach my home— 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Refrain 
 

Glory! Glory! This I sing— 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus, 
All my praise for this I bring— 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Refrain 
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When Lady Macbeth sought to remove from her conscience the stain of her sin, she was 
forever tormented by her inability to do so.31  My friends, only Jesus can purify one’s sins; only 
Jesus. 
 

b. His work is final (“He sat down” [His ascension]) 
 

The verb denotes a solemn, formal act; the assumption of a position of dignity and authority.32 
 
No where in the Temple furniture was there a place for the priest to sit.  Jesus however sits for 
His work is done.  “[He] took his seat, a formal and dignified act.”33  He sits as one who 
conquered/conquers. 
 

c. His work is received (“at the right hand of the Majesty on high”) 
 
The idea that God the Father would restore to His Son His pre-incarnate glory/position 
confirms the Father’s pleasure in the person and work of His Son.  His person and position 
makes the purification of sins terminal.  Once the Son acted nothing more was necessary.  
Jesus Christ is not only necessary, He is enough!  No angel could do what the Son did.  No 
angel measures up to who the Son is.  For these reasons and more, Jesus is better than the 
angelic realm and heaven’s hosts. 
 
The superiority of the Son eclipses all other venues of revelation.  Nothing and no one can 
compare.  We might be accused of oversimplifying the Bible by celebrating the centrality of 
Jesus Christ as the apex of God’s Story, but how might we encounter such a text and not be 
driven to such a conclusion?  Listen to two deviations from this celebrated passage in the Book 
of Hebrews. 
 

Muslims do believe that Jesus was the Messiah to Israel, was virgin-born and performed many miracles. 
They specifically deny, however that Jesus was deity (Sura 5, verses 17, 72, 116) and therefore view 
Christians as committing idolatry by worshiping Jesus Christ. Muslims teach that Jesus was never 
actually crucified, rather a Jewish man who looked like Jesus was crucified — Jesus was transported 
directly to heaven without dying (Sura 4, verse 157; Sura 3 verse 55). Thus the Resurrection of Jesus was 
merely a fabrication. The necessity of a sacrificial death of anyone (including Jesus) is denied by the 
Quran (Sura 5, verse 103).34 
 
Mormonism teaches that God the Father has a body of flesh and bones (D. & C. 130:22) and that Jesus is a 
creation.  It teaches that he was begotten in heaven as one of God’s spirit children (See the Book, Jesus the 
Christ, by James Talmage, p. 8).  Though Mormonism teaches that Jesus is God in flesh, it teaches that he 
is "a" god in flesh, one of three gods that comprise the office of the Trinity (Articles of Faith, by Talmage, 
pp. 35-40). These three gods are the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.35 

 
Seeing Jesus as the center does not take away from our understanding of the pieces.  Seeing 
Jesus as the center enables us to understand the pieces.  Friend, may our awe of Him drive us 
to stay the course and love Him more fully now than when we began. 
 
You and I must check our understanding of this Book and thus life itself.  If we come to any 
other conclusion than Jesus Christ, we are wrong. This is true for our justification/initial 
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salvation and this is true for our sanctification/ongoing Christian walk and this is true for our 
glorification/ultimate arrival in heaven.  Friend, Jesus is not only necessary, but He is enough! 
 
                                                 

1 A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Hebrews 1:1. 
2 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Hebrews 1:1. 
3 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Hebrews 1:1. 
4 http://www.enterthebible.org/resourcelink.aspx?rid=253   
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